Traumatic carotid cavernous fistula with bilateral carotid artery and vertebral artery dissections.
Carotid and vertebral artery dissections from blunt cervical trauma are uncommon injuries that in recent years are becoming increasingly recognized as a result of angiographic screening protocols in trauma patients. Traumatic carotid cavernous fistulas are even less common events, but represent the most common intracranial vascular anomaly after head injury. The present report details the unique case of a woman with no history of collagen vascular disease who developed dissections of both carotid and both vertebral arteries, as well as a direct carotid cavernous fistula, after a motor vehicle collision. Her vascular injuries resolved without need for surgical or endovascular intervention.